
S
C

E
N

A
R

IO
C

H
O

IC
E

S
Every instrument pilot ends up here sooner or later: You thought there was time 
to slow down before the go down—and it didn’t work out. Now you’re behind the 
eight-ball and above the V-speeds to get stuff out and slow down. Is there a sure 
way to fix this that’s not salvaging an already unstable approach?
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Aircraft 	  
Cessna 177

Estimated Flight Time (hh:mm) 
02:24

Cruise Altitude 	
10,000

Fuel on Board (hh:mm) 
06:00

Cruise Speed  
143 KTS

Number Aboard  
1

Departure 
E63

Destination 
KSMO

Alternate 
KPSP

Route 
SADLL BLH V16 PSP V388 PDZ T306 LAX

Flight Planning Information

DECISION TIME 
1915Z / 1115 PST

DEPARTURE
1700Z / 1000 MST

PREFLIGHT BRIEFING 
1600Z / 0900 MST

••• 02:15 ••• ••• 01:00 •••

Timeline

Destination 
KSMO 071551Z 00000KT 1 1/2SM BR OVC003 11/11 A2995
KSMO 071508Z 0715/0812 VRB03KT 1 1/2SM BR OVC003 
  FM071630 VRB03KT 2SM BR OVC005 
  FM071730 VRB05KT P6SM BR OVC004 
  FM072000 23006KT P6SM BKN022 
  FM080300 VRB03KT P6SM OVC015

METARs and TAFs (Preflight)

Departure
KGXF METAR (5 NM S of E63) 
KGXF 071558Z AUTO 05003KT 10SM CLR 08/04 A2993
KLUF TAF (37 NM N of E63) 
KLUF 071200Z 0712/0818 VRB06KT 9999 FEW250 QNH2989INS 
  BECMG 0804/0805 VRB06KT 9999 BKN200 QNH2987INS TX19/0723Z 
  TN04/0713Z

Alternate 
KPSP 071553Z 33005KT 10SM CLR 11/03 A2992
KPSP 071126Z 0712/0812 VRB05KT P6SM SKC 
  FM080200 32007KT P6SM SCT150 SCT250

Entire Route and Flight Categories (Preflight)
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Flight Categories and ATIS (Decision Time)

KSMO ATIS 
“Santa Monica Airport Information Victor. 1659Z observation. Wind light and 
variable. Visibility 6. Mist. Ceiling 400 overcast. Temperature 13. Dewpoint 
12. Altimeter 29.94. VOR-A, RNAV approaches in use. Landing and departing 
Runway 21. Advise on initial contact you have Information Victor.”
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Instrument Panel at Decision Time (Glidepath Moving Down) GTN 750 at Decision Time
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KSMO RNAV (GPS) RWY 21 KSMO Chart Supplement
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Cessna 177RG Gear and Flaps Speeds Cessna 177RG Landing Distance

For additional resources, visit the IFR Mastery Hangar for this scenario.

Bonus Resources


